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Just as many members are shifting
gears, the Association also switches from
summer activities to fall and winter tasks.
First, a note of appreciation to the recre-
ation and maintenance staff for their
efforts in providing a safe environment at
the pool and beaches, as well as assisting
the Recreation Committee members in
the summer activities. 

Second, thank you to the Recrea tion
and Beautification Committee members
for their special efforts during the sum-
mer. Without the volunteers, many of the
activities and beautiful plantings would
not be in place. Please consider joining a
committee to ease the workload on this
group of volunteers. It is also a way to
meet your neighbors, socialize and con-
tribute to your community.

While maintenance prepares for the
first snowfall, office staff has been busy
with membership mailings and collec-
tion efforts. You should have received
your SBA Assessment bill for 2010.
Payment is due October 2010. If you

have not yet brought your account cur-
rent, the Association is moving forward
on the collection of delinquent accounts.
Final notices are mailed during
September to owners with outstanding
balances and those accounts that are
delinquent as of October 2010 will be
turned over to the attorney for collec-
tion. Collection actions can include the
filing of civil complaints and execution
on judgments obtained by the
Association. While understanding the
economic difficulties some members
may be experiencing, the Association has
offered several mechanisms for members
to bring their accounts current including
payment plans and the Amnesty
Program. The Board of Directors has a
fiduciary duty to collect assessments as
the financial position of the Association
has a direct impact on every member,
including those members that pay their
assessments in a timely manner. 

The Board of Directors has elected the
Officers for the 2010/2011 term. Chas

Ritson and Louie Freeman have stepped
down from their positions as Officers of
the Association. Appre ciation for the time
and effort they devoted to the communi-
ty is extended. Congratu lations to the
new Officers Marcella Livingston, Presi -
dent; Joanne McInerney, Vice-President;
Clare Bennett, Secretary; and Carol
Martin, Treasurer. You are wished well in
your efforts. Meeting dates have also
been set for the coming year and are
included in the newsletter and on the
website www.birchwoodlakes.net.
Attend ing a meeting is an excellent way
to learn what the current activities of the
Association are, how decisions are being
made and to become an active part of
your community. 

Several reserve projects are being
completed or in progress at this time. The
739 playground was installed this sum-
mer. A smaller, more fuel efficient used
truck has been purchased for use by staff
in running small errands and within the
community. The 2010 contracted road-
work is being completed. Traffic study
proposals for the Route 739 entrance are
being presented to the Board for consid-
eration. 

Office hours are now on the winter
schedule of Monday through Friday 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and the first Saturday
of the month 8 a.m. till noon. If you are
unable to contact us during regular
office hours, you may leave a message on
the answering machine at 570-828-
2111 and we will return your call as
soon as possible. Public Safety can be
reached at 570-828-6009 or 570-499-
8301. If the Officer is not on duty, please
leave a message with your name and call-
back number and they will return your
call as soon as possible.

Notes from the Community Manager
Bettye White Gross, CMCA, AMS

2010-2011 Board of Directors
Standing Committees: 

 

BLCA Property Development  Finance, Budget, Contracts             

Chairperson-Carl Fredrickson  Chairperson-Carolyn Martin 

Co-chairperson-Charles Ritson  Co-chairperson-Marcella Livingston 

 

Road Maintenance & Construction       By-Laws 

Chairperson-Louis Freeman   Chairperson-Clare Bennett 

Co-chairperson-Denis Murphy  Co-chairperson-Joanne McInerney 

 

Rules & Regulations    Capital Projects 

Chairperson-Carolyn Martin   Chairperson-Marcella Livingston  

Co-chairperson-John Meola   Co-chairperson-John Meola  

 

Voting & Elections 

Chairperson-Clare Bennett 

Co-chairperson-Carolyn Martin 

 

 

Appointed Commitees: 

 

BLCA Property Beautification                   Recreation 

Chairperson-Carl Fredrickson  Chairperson-Joanne McInerney 

Co-chairperson-JoAnn Woods  Co-chairperson- 

 

Community Safety    Lake Management 

Chairperson-Thomas McConnon  Chairperson–Charles Ritson 

Co-chairperson-    Co-chairperson-Thomas McConnon  

 

Community Affairs 

Chairperson-Sheila Salmon 

Co-chairperson- Clare Bennett 

CHIMNEY SOLUTIONS
Sweep & Repairs

(570) 872-3151 Permit#
Pending

Chimney Cleaning Specialist
• Fireplaces • Wood Stoves

• Pellet Stoves • Oil Burners
Replacements & repairs of

chimney caps, liners & dampers
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1. Canoe/Kayack Race 2010.
2. Canoe Race Winners.
3. Kayack Race Winner.
4. Pie Tasting at the Bake-Off Tasting.
5. Lifeguards at the Pool Party.
6. Staff at the Pool Party.
7. The Naturale family at the Pool Party.
8. The Murphy family enjoying the Pool Party.
9. Kids Fishing Contest.
10. Removing a hook at the the Fishing Contest.

Photos by Nancy Halliday, Dennis McMahon, Sheila Salmon.

MEMORIES OF SUMMER 2010

1.

4.

10.

9.
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May 14, 2010
This is an abbreviated record of

the minutes. A more complete
copy may be obtained in the BLCA
office, 

Motions approved at the meet-
ing included, approval of write-
offs of approximately $3,193,
solicit proposals for a diver to
locate outlet valve, appointed Carl
Fredrickson to fill a 4 month
vacancy and Tom McConnon to a
16 month term on the Board,
changed the date of the Annual
meeting from August 21, 2010 to

August 28, 2010 in accordance to
the By-Laws, approve road bid
package.

Special Board of Directors 
Meeting - June 14, 2010
The special meeting was to

open3 sealed bids for roadwork.
They are: E.R. Linde
$301,786.56, Waco $208,510.98
without alternate, $217,307.58
with alternate, Pocono Spray Patch
$281,026.25.

The Board has agreed to put in
2 speed humps. They will review
the bids and vote at the next board

meeting
June 11, 2010
Actions taken at the meeting:

approved write-offs totaling
$42,622.44, awarded road work
contract to Waco with modifica-
tions, approved RFP policy, ex -
tended deadline to submit peti-
tions for Board openings, ap -
proved Combined Energy Pre-Buy
contract, approved 4 tree removal
requests, and approve a Code of
Ethics Policy to be signed by all
Board members. 

July 10, 2010
Actions taken by the Board

between the June and July meet-
ings: approved proposal of
Cornerstone Engineering for
maintenance yard work, trans-
ferred money between accounts
to pay taxes on properties
obtained through deed backs, and
payment of repair Beach 1 septic
and paint Beach 4 cabanas.

Motions taken at the meeting;
approved write offs totaling over
$4,800, agreed to move forward
on 2 speed humps, approved 2

tree removal requests, approved 1
lot improvement, will fill certified
judgments, extended expiring
term of Carolyn Martin for 1 year,
and Chas Ritson to the end of
October 2010.

Discussions included, loitering
at Beach 4, stolen “No Tres -
passing” signs at Crossing Road,
will seek opinion letters from 2
experts regarding the raising of
East Lake, and some homeowners
encroachments have been ad -
dressed.

Board Meeting Minutes

by Carolyn Martin
Hats off to Joanne McInerney

and Brittany Daggett for an
evening to remember! Joanne pre-
pared a delicious pasta dinner and
Brittany baked a delightful crumb
cake for dessert. The DJ from DJ

PRODUCTIONS was very good
He played a mixture of tunes and
the dance floor was never empty.
Although the turnout was low, the
enthusiasm was high. The surprise
of the night was the beautiful
door prizes!

Joanne and Brittany, job well
done!

by Carolyn Martin
I love to cook and collect cooking books and magazines. I have

always loved the kitchen. Since we are busy people, I use simple
recipes. Please try them and enjoy the results.

Zucchini Appetizer
3 cups thinly sliced zucchini
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon oregano
½ cup Parmesan cheese
Dash of pepper
½ cup vegetable oil
1 cup Bisquick
½ teaspoon seasoned salt
½ cup finely chopped onion
2 tablespoons parsley
1 clove garlic, finely chopped
4 eggs slightly beaten
Mix all ingredients together. Heat oven to 350, use a 13X9X2-

greased pan, and bake until golden brown, about 25 minutes.
Cut in squares and serve warm.
Great for a party.

Mashed Potato/ Broccoli Casserole
3 cups hot mashed potatoes (5 to 6 medium)
1 three ounce package cream cheese, softened
¼ cup milk
1 egg
2 tablespoons margarine
1 can 2.8-ounce French fried onions
2 packages frozen broccoli, cooked and drained
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
Whip together first 5 ingredients until smooth. Season with salt and

pepper to your taste. Fold in ½ car of French fried onions. Spread mix-
ture over bottom and up sides of a 8 X 12 inch, buttered casserole,
forming a shell

Bake uncovered 350 for 25-30 minutes, minimum. Arrange broc-
coli in shell, sprinkle with cheddar cheese and remaining French fried
onions. Bake uncovered 5 minutes longer.

This s great for a buffet.

Carolyn’s Recipe
Recommendations

Adult Dinner Dance was held on Aug. 21

BUSINESS
DISCOUNTS

Looking for a way to save a
dollar? Several local businesses
have indicated they will provide a
discount through the Com -
munity Advantage Program if
you mention that you own prop-
erty in Birchwood Lakes.

BLCA Curfew
BLCA has a curfew of 10 p.m.

Sunday through Thurs day and 11
p.m. Friday and Saturday. 

As a courtesy to all members,
please ob serve the curfew hours. Community Notes

All property owners are hereby put on notice that the Association has
a right of way on each roadway. Any personal property placed in the
Association’s right of way is not the Association’s responsibility and the
Association will not be held responsible for any damages incurred to
said personal property. All property owners are to refrain from placing
personal property within the Association’s right of way. The Association
does not permit encroachment of any Association property, which
includes roads or right of ways, common area or any other location,
which is BLCA property.

If you have something to sell,
swap or give away or if you want
to purchase items or services , you
can do so on the classified page of
the Birchwood web site:
www.birchwoodlakes.net. The
editor will not accept ads from

non-residents, commercial firms
or real estate agents. Residents
may send their ads to classi-
fieds@birchwoodlakes.net and
they will be posted for about a
month.

Personal Classified Ads Free
on Birchwood Website

Send an e-mail to: editor@
birchwoodlakes.net include your
mailing address and your
Birchwood address, if it is differ-

ent, and we will remove your
name from the mailing list. This
will keep costs down and bring
you the newsletter faster.

Save Community Funds By
Reading The Voice on the Web
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With winter almost here,
Birchwood Lakes would like to offer
the following tips and information
for your safety and convenience:

Don’t drive unnecessarily in a
storm, especially during severe snow-
storms and freezing rain. 

Remember to keep the roads and
right of way clear of vehicles and
other encumbrances. Our mainte-
nance employees cannot plow roads
that are blocked by cars. Vehicles
blocking BLCA roads will be towed.
Any landscaping items within the
BLCA right of way may unintentional-
ly be damaged by plowing efforts.
BLCA will not be responsible for
damage to items within the right-of-
way. Please familiarize yourself with
the locations of parking areas within
BLCA should you need to pull over
while obtaining assistance.

Be sure your car is properly
equipped for winter driving with
snow or all-season tires and properly
functioning windshield wiper blades.

Remind your children to play away
from the roads for their own safety.

There is no practical way for main-
tenance to avoid dropping snow in
your driveway when they are plow-
ing. You can minimize this frustrating
event by trying to avoid cleaning out
your driveway until the road has been
plowed or by clearing an area to the
right of your driveway where snow
from the plow will drop before being
deposited in the driveway. When
plowing or shoveling your driveway,

do not place snow in the roadway or
block drainage swales or culverts. 

Be prepared for winter driving by
carrying a blanket and emergency
supplies in your vehicle.

Birchwood Lakes Maintenance Staff
normally follows a pre-determined
procedure in plowing the roads.
Changes, however, may be made on
an as-needed basis. Staff will begin
plowing when there is approximately
one and a half inch of snow on the
road. Please be patient as many factors
such as temperature, type of precipi-
tation and changing weather patterns
can have an effect on our efforts.

Thank You
by Marcella Livingston

Despite the extreme heat and dry conditions, our entrances look great thanks
to the dedicated members of the Beautification Committee who watered faith-
fully.

Thanks go to JoAnn Woods, Lorraine Biondo, Ginny Troy, Pat Collins, Dave
Friedrich, Sheila Salmon, Mercedes Velazquez and especially to Denis
Murphy, who handled our largest area - the 739 entrance.

More volunteers are needed to water next summer. Without more help we
may be forced to cut back on our planting. Please consider watering and
entrance near you - join the Beautification Committee.

During the month of June and July
2010, three homes were sold within
Birchwood Lakes for less than
$100,000; five homes sold between
$101,000 and $200,000 and three
homes sold for more than $200,000.

Birchwood Lakes welcomed the
following new members into our
community:

O’Connor, Lamphear, Sokir chenko,
Kowalski, Vaysman, Song, Engels,
Vittorio, Mikhelson, Inde licato and
Currie.

We encourage you to become an
active part of the community and
look forward to seeing you at com-
munity meetings and functions.
Welcome neighbors!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Winter Roads

USDA Rural Development recog-
nizes the home repair needs of eligi-
ble rural homeowners. A 504 loan to
those income eligible and a 504 Grant
to seniors age 62 and older (or a com-
bination) assist very-low income and
other income eligible rural home-
owners to make vital repairs. For fur-
ther information contact the USDA

Rural Development office in your
area. Rural Development employees
will help you complete an applica-
tion. Visit the website to find the offi-
cer serving your county
www.rurdev.usda.gov/pa or email:
rdinfo@pausda.gov for additional
information.

Pennsylvania Home Repair
Loan and Grant Program

ESTATE SALE
BIRCHWOOD

LAKES
Attractive wooded
lake front property.

East Lake Drive
Sec. 11, Block 81,

Lots ABC
Asking $41,000,

Owner
(516) 305-4467TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION, CALL SETH AT

JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS 570-443-9131, XT. 302



PA
G

E 8
B
IR

CH
W

O
O

D
 LA

K
ES

FA
LL 2

0
1
0


